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Graham School Site Council Meeting Minutes
Date: 10-11-18             
Time: 4:30pm- 6:00pm
Location: Graham Library

Attendees: 
Members: Hafsa Mirza, Laurie Balch, Anita Chang, Michael Hermosillo, Vern Taylor, Claire Weber, Kirstin Solorzano, Jessica Lee, Arundhati Bose, Manny Velasco
Guests: Margaret Otto, Tarush Verma, Jose Virgen, Ellen Wheeler

Meeting was called to order by Chair Mirza at 4:35 pm.

Each person present introduced him/herself.

Minutes of last SSC meeting on 9-13-18 were accepted with amendments.

SSC Bylaws vote was tabled until the next meeting.

Since the voting period for new parent representatives to SSC closed at 3 pm today (10-11-18), Chair Mirza and Vice Chair Balch counted the ballots and announced that the three top vote-getters were: Margaret Otto, Jose Virgen, and Tarush Verma. Two of these will be regular members and one will be an alternate (to be determined). This is really only important for voting purposes as anyone is welcome to attend the meetings. The current officers of SSC are Hafsa Mirza, Chair; Laurie Balch, Vice Chair; Anita Chang, Secretary.

Mr. Taylor reviewed for us the School Plan for Student Achievement, a condensed version of the School Site Plan. Mr. Taylor mentioned the need to establish a mechanism to monitor student reading levels. An extensive and lively discussion followed about how to support and encourage more reading by the students. Parents present strongly support more reading of books and would like to see some mechanism to recognize it. Renaissance/AR program was debated.  Teachers expressed concern about efficacy of program and increased teacher workload to administer it. 

It was noticed that the School Plan under discussion had the outdated numbers, so an updated version will be sent to members to vote on at the next SSC meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Mirza at 6:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Anita Chang  
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